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an a et ever be poo beausiful o woo rare w drive? I
s amwwened Ve, then 'lh||'| thin greicle—or conasdes
:mumlF forewarned. I you believe that an auremobiles
kinetic ability i inherent o its overall beauty, then Larry Macks and
his Aszon Manin will biing a umile o your face.

Mscks has maken ane of the rarest Auon Mamn D4 in exmence
and conveited i 1itto 4 i;nr.l[-:‘ raceT, without l.'l-"’ﬁlﬁin_ﬂ the suthonticiry
of the beauty of the orginal cas. As gorpeous as it is sirtisg in o fekd,
it kooks even better sliding through the corners just inches away from
other careoning mce ars

How Rare Is Rara?

Dhrimg the Dhavid Berwn wears, Aston Slastin wan fErning our soms af
the maost besutifiul and quickest cars the werkd hsd ever soon, The D4
was Launched in the fall of 1958, fesuring a pressod-stee] plasform frame
nd abuminum body pasels dedgned by Casmorseria Touring of Milan,
faly. The lighrweigh panes were sttached o o linscewark of small nehes.
which helped to keep the curly weight 1o less chan 3000 pounds.

From 1958 through 1963, the hand built DB4 wrickled out of the
Factory with 2 variery of changes now recognized as five distinet “Sories”
by the Asson Martin Chwners Chib, A tad more than 1100 DB4s saw
thie light of day, including about 70 convrtibles.

The majority of DBis were powered by a 3670cc inline six making
240 SAE honepower, while some Vantage models came wich 266
hores. Seveane-Five were buili as DBAGT, these cars Fraturing 4
shamer wheelbase and 2 hot 302-horsepower veniion of the sraight
six fir by owin plugs per cylinder and breathing through three Weber
carbugerors, Parer seill was the DBAGT fagaio, o lighter, moes povedful

ﬂpér-Rare Aston Martin
DB4 Is as Stunning in Motion
as It Is Sitting Stil

By Scott A. Lear
Pholography as credited




and curvaceous versian of which only 19 were builr.
Larry's car 18 rarer sull: OF the original-lengsh Series 1
chirough & cars {the Series 5 cars were slightly bonger), cght
e ;quippnd. with the noomal by amed the hor GT
engine mucked under the bonner. Larry's car, DIB4/RGLIL.,
was built on June 8, 12, and is one of just five Series 4 cars
with this rare combinanion of chassis and drivecrain. Ir left
the factory panted Snow Shadow Grey with a red inveriar,

and features a dashboard binnacke wich the GT gauges.
A Natural Choice

“I've been a |i'|'r|nn.g fam of Asron Mamins sasce | was
kisl.” says Larry. "I started wich my first scrong memoarny of
gng co the movies, seeing "Goldfinger’ in 1965, when 1
was ghowr & vears old.”

The silver DR3 thar James Boisd diove i the film was a
physically similar evolution of the DB4, and the sghe of 1
inspired Lamry mo purchase a series of Asons when be was i
his 205 which he sold when the profis were pood. He began
working his way up o a 1989 Vaprage, "1 really wanted an
Asran Martin VB fre-speed Vantage Volanee,” be sajs. e
enak a bong while—10 years; Seeve Serie up in Aston Mamin
of Mew Enghind hedped broker the deal. [ boughe one of the
12 bve-speads in this country from MNcholas Cage. Afer nm
Fawing am Aston for 10 vears, 1 had one bade.”

Larry partcipated in the Copperstate 1000 Boad Ballye
in 2003, where he met Bob Gert, wihso owns KTR European
Momorspors {phone 978-772-7RE  www kirmotoniports.
caml, Larry became a client of Gen's, “Through my friendship
with Bob I starred mo gt very interesnd in vintage rcing. |
thought it woukd be greas e race an Ascon Martin.”

In oader 1o fuin with the Vintage Sporis Car Club of
America, where he decsded he waned o searr, Lamy

nevdod a4 car thae met therr late 19505 curoff

dave; a Series 4 car woulbd fit che ball. and
woilkd accommodare has @l build
and his love of the mangque. 1
l||-uuH_|'.|I: it would be rean

1o be racing an Ascon. |
thoughe ar the rime

it was a decent
encry-level

e ]

and 1 wamed e [F % u,,u1||;|||.ing 1|‘1a-|| W hi"ﬂl_lril_!"}'
significant and seshetically pleasing.”

A series of business contaces led Larry to Don Rose,
wha s an avid Aseon enthusiast and the editor of the
Astan Martin Owners Clubs publication, T Vamnege
Pwirr. Rose had & car in London that seunded like a poosd
march for whar Larry was kooking for, so Larry and a
friend wenr to est drive the car,

“Mly Friend and 1 weny o s building in Wesr London;
we found the car in a parking boc in vhe basement garage, Te
hadn’t been starved in three monchs—rhe kevs were sitring
on the tire where Don vold me,” Larry says. *Stares righe
up. we ok it around London, ic was awesome. My friend
says, I think & r.|1i.g|1.r ke tom mice oo race” We apen the
hnod—"Wair a3 minure, thiz iz & rwin-plug GT engine!™
Larry needed no furcher convincing e buy the car, and
ahoar  S234,000
lacer it was on =
way oo America.

If Aluminum
Could Talk

Ir nrns oair tha
[DBASBG LT head
quite  a  hisreny
Orriginally delivered
mw s Inskips
dealership in
Mew York i June
of 1962, it was
purchased by a man
in Haverford, T,
wha mraded the car
in arcund [19GT
for a new DG
Chariz  Turner.
an Adanra dealer,
caught wird af the
caramd alerved well-
known  enthusias
and lifedong Aston
hlarrin ChEricEs
i lish meemnber Whig
Ball. who  paid
E4000 for the D4

The GT-spac engine
was rarely insarted
into the reqular DE4
chasss, making
Larry Macks's Aston
Martin ane of anly
Five Series 4 cars 5o
equipped. The GT
dash enhances the
already stunning inte-
rige, and the exterior
5 50 pristine that it's
hard bo believe this is

an active racer.




andl had ic repainaed a Parsche chocolate brown with braghe ped whezls.

Ball owned the car for mare than a decade, and evenoaally solid
it back o Turner for $3000; he sold ir to Ken Boyd in California,
the proprictor of Aston Martin Services. Bowd extracted the GT
engine and installed a standard-spec piece, and the body was
repainted pold.

In vhe late 19805, Ball was surprised to see an ad for the car in the
Aston Martin Owners Club newsleseer, and he repurchased it from a
San Francisco resident. Ball hopad w reinsall & G engine. bt was
unable io seoure ane, s he sold the [IB4 o Perer Livanas, chie owner
af Ason Martin, who also ran Aston Martin Vintage Racing Services,
which was the factory supported U5, racing endeavor. Aston Martin
Vinrage Racing Services was liquidated in the carly 19905, and the car

ra Roberr Clerk, who traced the originad GT engine frem the car
and reuniced it wich che chassis.

Babert and his =on. _||:lr||. pcrfurlnl:d ] tuﬁl[l:l.'hd'ﬂﬂ'-'ﬂ' resIaLian
of the car, revurning it to the original Snow Shadow Grey color in the
process. DB4/86 1L wok first in class an s Asron Martin Owners Club
debut at the Lime Bock Classic Concours in 199

) Would Be Proud

James Bond's DBS kooked wery normal ar firse plance, bue ic was the
cleverty hidden goodies that sent villains inta the dicch and kepr voung
eves glued to the soreem, Larry was eager 1o rransform his D4 inoe a
legal track car, bur he wanred the necessary changes to have as minimal
am inapact as posaible on rhe averall sanare of the vehicle.

“1 was looking for nmuhi.ng that woubd be very special, that was in
preat shape, and rhar we could ke o thae line of making i as wrack
worthy as possibile and srill be screemable and have prople say, ‘vep, this
is whar in was meant o be, Larry says.

“Wie shipped the car back from Lendon nght o KTR in Boston,
Andrew [Funk] oversaw the race preparation and did a fansastic job.” To
keep the Aston as osiginal as possthle. many dhings, like the suspension
and triphe Weher carhurerars, were refreshed oo pﬂl condimien. The
restrictive airbox was removed, a fire-supresson system was mstilkad.
and a fuel cell was fabricared o the exacy shape of the stock gas tank so
the trunk would be unatfecred.

The most impresive modification o the car s its roll bar, which
KTR fabricaved. “1 chink thar d'l: execunson of the moll bar was the

w:."ltluuh:budl_

hitting the U.5.. the D4 was ready for its firse crack day, at Lime Rock
Park in April of 2004,

“Irs very certul, wery :nr\quuy—il sl hardles -r:lli'fl'ﬂd|:r' well on
the road,” Larry savs. “[ think thar whar we have cresved is the perfect
roadd car | wanted oo have something thar 1 could race and rally, as well
as drive up in the country and really enjo, This is, in terms of being a
crue U T, exactly whae the intention was.”

the Limit

When Larry decided the rouse he wanred ro rake wich che DB4,
many of the decisions he made o preserve the beawry of the car
simultaneously hurt irs speed as a vintage racer. The bumpers, real
Ei:“. winsdows, full interior and accessares are dead 'M:iEh[ on 4 rrack.
Larry doesn’t feel char cheir loss would be worth the fractions of &
seconsd per lap For this rare DBA. He has chosen e race 2 gem of a car,
and because of his respecr for che vehicle be must keep his adsenaline
in check in rhe hear of bactle.

“I would like 1 eell you that | den't hold back, and 1 will eell you
thar thar is pr{lhaH:."rru.e almost all the tme,” Larry savs with a |.u|gi1_
“In the VSCCA che cars are the sears, and that to me s whan vincage
racing is all abour, The sxcirement of being out on 2 race track with
these vintage car—Ferranis, Maseratis—u just a complete thrill. |
hawe the perfect rally car, and the perfecr GT car. In order eo make o
the perfece race car we woubd have to do things thae would ke away
from the acsrheric.”

Chnce che pacing bug bices yow, ic's hard o tum back, and the desizre
ta he comperitive may mean the DB4 gets a seablemare, “Whar | have
came 1o find our i that | would Lke 10 be more competitive in the
racingg, and in order oo do thae [ think we would desoroy che value of
such a rare car, I'm in che proces of fnding ancther D4 thar | can
batild oo thar end.”

Mission Accomplished

Every racer rries oo build 2 car that he or she wanis to drive, and
while it's nor the fasress Aston Martin on the planct. DRB4/8G1/L s
as stunning in morion as i is siong stll. The chobos Lanry made
translormed a rare beaury inmo a unique and caquissie vintage e, He
takes pride in the face char while the season championship might nor b
in his grasp, fams appreciare what he has done.
“li draws th.unr-:.' [-1rr'.r . “1 was r.l:-:rrmﬂur :Iurpmr:l yuul g b




